
Conference Speakers 
 

 
Stefan Braum 

University of Luxembourg, Luxembourg 
 
Stefan Braum is the Dean of the Faculty of Law, Economy and Finance at the University                               
of Luxembourg where is a Professor of Law. His research focuses on European and                           
International Criminal Law, Criminal Proceedings, Philosophy of Criminal Law and                   
Criminology.  

 
 

Philippe De Bruycker  
Université libre de Bruxelles, Belgium 

 
Philippe De Bruycker is Jean Monnet Chair for European Law on Immigration & Asylum and                             
Professor in several institutions, including the Université Libre de Bruxelles and the Migration                         
Policy Centre of the European University Institute. In 1999, he founded the ‘Odysseus Academic                           
Network for Legal Studies on Immigration and Asylum in Europe’ with the support of the                             
European Commission. 

 
Gregor Noll 

Lund University, Sweden 
 
Gregor Noll is a Professor of International Law at the Faculty of Law, Lund University,                             
Sweden. He is also the Torsten and Ragnar Söderberg Foundations Chair in Commemoration                         
of Samuel Pufendorf. Gregor Noll co­directs the Lund­Uppsala Migration Law Research                     
Network and is a Member of the Odysseus Network. Noll’s research is on refugee and                             
migration law, international humanitarian law and the theory of international law. His piece                         
on ‘Junk Science? Four Arguments against Radiological Age Assessment of Unaccompanied                     
Minors Seeking Asylum’ is forthcoming the June issue of the ​IRJL​. 

 
Eleni Karageorgiou 

Lund University, Sweden 
 

Eleni Karageorgiou is a doctoral candidate in Public International Law at Lund                       
University, Faculty of Law. Her research is part of the Lund/Uppsala Migration Law                         
Network (L/UMIN) and focuses on solidarity and responsibility sharing for persons                     
in need of protection within the EU, seeking to analyse the distributive effects of the                             
sharing mechanisms within the Common European Asylum System and the way they                       
trigger questions of solidarity and justice.  
She has been a member of the Athens Bar Association since 2006, practising refugee                           
law. 

 
 
 



 
Violeta Moreno­Lax 

Queen Mary University of London, United Kingdom 
 
Dr. Violeta Moreno­Lax is Lecturer in Law, Director and co­founder of the Immigration Law                           
programme and co­Director and co­founder of the Centre for European and International                       
Legal Affairs (CEILA) at Queen Mary University of London. She is also EU Asylum Law                             
Coordinator at the Refugee Law Initiative of the University of London, co­Chair of The                           
Refugee Law Observatory, co­Convener of the Society of Legal Scholars (SLS)Migration Law                         
Section, as well as member of the Steering Committee of theMigration LawNetwork. She has                               
published widely and acted as expert consultant for the EU institutions and other                         
organisations in the area of refugee and migrant rights. Since January 2016, she is a member                               
of the Editorial Board of the​European Journal of Migration and Law and participates in the OMNIA Project                                   
of the Odysseus Network. 

 
Valsamis Mitsilegas 

Queen Mary University of London, United Kingdom 
 
Valsamis Mitsilegas is Head of the Department of Law, Professor of European Criminal Law                           
and Director of the Criminal Justice Centre at Queen Mary, University of London. He has                             
published widely in the fields of European criminal law, immigration and asylum and security                           
and counter­terrorism law. Professor Mitsilegas also participates in the OMNIA project. 
 
 

 
Henri Labayle 

Université de Pau et des pays de l’Adour, France 
 

Henri Labayle is Jean Monnet Chair for European Law and Professor of Law at the Université                               
de Pau et des pays de l’Adour. He is also the director of the European Research and                                 
Documentation Centre (CDRE) of the Université de Pau et des pays de l’Adour. Henri Labayle                             
has written extensively in the field of migration and asylum law and European criminal law. He                               
is also the Odysseus Member for France. 
 
 

 
Pascal Schumacher 

Permanent Representation of Luxembourg to the EU 
 

Pascal Schumacher studied law and criminology. At the European Union level, he has                         
represented Luxembourg in the Europol and Frontex Management Boards. Nowadays he has                       
integrated the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and is currently delegated to the Luxemburgish                         
Permanent Representation to the European Union. As a Justice andHome Affairs Counsellor, he                           
is in charge of immigration, legal migration, borders, Schengen, free movement of persons and                           
visa policies. During the Luxembourg Presidency he chaired the Strategic Committee on                       
Immigration, Frontiers and Asylum (SCIFA). 



 
Philippe Fargues 

European University Institute, Italy 
 
Professor Philippe Fargues is a sociologist and demographer. He is the founding Director of the                             
Migration Policy Centre, European University Institute. He has been Director of the Center for                           
Migration and Refugee Studies at the American University in Cairo, a senior researcher at the                             
French National Institute for Demographic Studies in Paris, a visiting profes​sor at Harvard, and                           
the Director of the Centre for Economic Legal and Social Studies (CEDEJ) in Cairo. 

 
Saime Ozcurumez 

Bilkent University, Turkey 
 
Saime Ozcurumez (Ph.D., McGill) is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Political                         
Science and Public Administration at Bilkent University (on leave 2015­2016) and a Visiting                         
Scholar at the Center for Middle Eastern Studies, Harvard University. Her research and                         
publications mainly focus on migration policy, law and politics in the European Union,                         
Turkey, and Canada, diversity and health policy, gender and immigration and irregular                       
immigration.​She has co­edited two books for the UNHCR and currently works on a project                             
on the resilience of health care systems in Turkey, Jordan, and Lebanon in response to mass                               

influx of refugees from Syria. 
 

Juris Gromovs 
Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, OSCE 

 
Juris Gromovs is a Migration and Freedom of Movement Adviser at the OSCE Office for                             
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights. For 20 years he has been working in various                           
capacities on the issues of immigration and asylum. He is former member of the Committee                             
on Migration, former Vice­Chairman of the Committee of Experts on the Implementation of                         
the Migration Management Strategy and of the Committee of Experts on the Legal Status of                             
Student Migrants of the Council of Europe. He is one of the Odysseus Networkmembers for                                
Latvia. 

 
Alexander Betts 

University of Oxford, United Kingdom 
 

Alexander Betts ​is the Leopold Muller Professor of Forced Migration and International                       
Affairs, and the Director of the Refugee Studies Centre at the University of Oxford.                           
Professor Betts has authored numerous books and articles on migration and refugee                       
protection. ​His research focuses on the international politics of asylum, migration and                       
humanitarianism with a geographical focus on Sub­Saharan Africa. He has also worked for                         
UNHCR and as a consultant to the Council of Europe, UNDP, UNICEF, IOM, and the                             
Commonwealth Secretariat. 

 
 
 



 
Lilian Tsourdi 

Université libre de Bruxelles, Belgium 
  
Lilian is a researcher at the Université catholique de Louvain (UCL) and a visiting                           
researcher at the Law Faculty of the European University Institute (EUI). She is finalising                           
her doctoral thesis at the Law Faculty of the Université libre de Bruxelles (ULB) under the                               
supervision of Professor Philippe De Bruycker. Her research focuses on the administrative                       
governance of the EU asylum policy. She regularly consults for the EU institutions,                         
international and non­governmental organisations. Lilian has authored a number of                   
articles and book contributions in the field of refugee and asylum law. 

 
Věra Honusková 

Charles University, Czech Republic 
 
Dr. Věra Honusková is a lecturer at the Faculty of Law at Charles University,                           
Prague. She teaches seminars on international law and organizes a course on                       
asylum and migration law. 
 
 
 
 

 
Dionysia Papailiou 
Greek Asylum Service 
 

Ms Papailiou is Head of Regional Asylum Office of Lesvos – Relocation Unit. She joined                             
the Greek Asylum Service in January 2014 and was Deputy Head of the Regional Asylum                             
Office in Athens before becoming Head of the Regional Asylum Office in Lesvos in                           
September 2014. She has been working closely with the NCP on the Relocation                         
Programme since September 2015. Before joining the Asylum Service, Ms Papailiou                     
served for 11 years in the Greek Ministry of Justice, Transparency and Human Rights.                           
She has previous professional private sector experience in consulting and integrated                     
corporate communications services, covering the areas of Strategic Analysis and                   
Communication, Media Relations and Crisis Management. 

 
Miriam Dalli 

European Parliament 
 

Dr Miriam Dalli is a Member of the European Parliament for Malta in the S&D Group. Her                                 
current activities include the position of Shadow Rapporteur on the Proposal for a Crisis                           
Relocation Mechanism in the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs. She has                           
also been involved in the drafting of a number of EU policies including changes to FRONTEX and                                 
is currently involved in the revision of the Dublin rules. Before being elected to the European                               
Parliament, Dr Dalli worked as a lawyer and previously as a news editor in Malta. 
 



 
Francesco Maiani 

University of Lausanne, Switzerland 
 

Francesco Maiani is Associate Professor of Public and European Law at the Swiss Graduate                           
School of Public Administration (IDHEAP) of the University of Lausanne and Visiting Fellow                         
at the Migration Policy Centre, European University Institute. His research interests include                       
the Law of European Integration, International Human Rights and Refugee Law, as well as                           
EU Migration Law and Policies.  
 
 

 
Kris Pollet 

European Council on Refugees and Exiles 
 

Kris Pollet is Senior Legal and Policy Officer at ECRE. He is responsible for the                             
coordination and development of ECRE’s policy and legal work and leads thematically on                         
detention, procedural safeguards and reception conditions for asylum seekers, access to                     
international protection and responsibility­sharing and solidarity in the context of the                     
Common European Asylum System. 
 
 

 
Thomas Spijkerboer 

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
 
Thomas Spijkerboer is professor of Migration Law at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam.                       
He is one of the Dutch members of the Odysseus Network. Since 2013, Thomas                           
Spijkerboer leads the research project ​Border Policies and Sovereignty. Human rights                     
and the right to life of irregular migrants. 
 
 

 
Madeline Garlick 

UNHCR  
 
Madeline Garlick is Chief of the Protection Policy and Legal Advice Section in the Division of                               
International Protection at the office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).                         
She is a Guest Researcher at the Centre for Migration Law at Radboud University, Nijmegen,                             
the Netherlands. She was previously responsible for UNHCR’s liaison to the EU institutions                         
from 2004­2013. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Andreea Niculiu 

FRONTEX 
 
Andreea Niculiu is Strategic Policy Officer in the Cabinet of the Director at FRONTEX,                           
providing advice and support to the executive director and deputy executive director of the                           
Agency in the field of European affairs and cooperation with other EU and international                           
organisations. 
Before joining FRONTEX, Ms Niculiu was Head of the European Affairs and International                         
Relations Service in the Romanian Border Police for 9 years. She is a PhD candidate,                             
researching Internal Security and Border Management. 

 
Nuno Piçarra 

Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Portugal 
 
Nuno Piçarra is Professor of EU Law at the Universidade Nova de Lisboa. His main research                               
interests are in the EU Area of Freedom, Security and Justice, especially in Border Policy, and in                                 
Constitutional Law (Comparative Federalism). He is a Member of the Odysseus Network and of                           
the Management Board of the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights. He was the                           
Portuguese member of the former Central Group of the Permanent Concertation Structure                       
created by the Schengen Convention and of the former K.4 Committee of the EU Council. 
 
 

 
Claus Folden 

European Asylum Support Office 
 
Claus Folden has headed the Operational Support Centre in the European Asylum Support                         
Office in Malta since 2011. He had previously worked as a Senior International Adviser in                             
the Kenyan Department of Refugee Affairs and, before, as Chief Adviser in the Danish                           
Immigration Service.  
 
 
 

 
Maria de Donato 

Italian Refugee Council 
 
Maria de Donato Cordeil has been the head of the legal department of the Italian Council for                                 
Refugees since 1994. She has piloted several EU projects and conducted research activities and                           
lectures on the protection of asylum seekers and beneficiaries of international protection, legal                         
avenues to access to protection in the EU, unaccompanied minors and, in particular, torture                           
survivors. After receiving her law degree, she worked for the Italian Trade Union CGIL. She                             
served in the UNHCR Regional Office for West Africa from 1990 to1992 as a protection officer,                               
and worked in an advisory role for the Senegalese Asylum Commission. From 2006 to 2008, she                               
was a member of the Executive Committee of the Euro­Mediterranean Human Rights Network. 



Jens Vedsted­Hansen 
Aarhus University, Denmark 

Jens Vedsted­Hansen is Professor of Law at the University of Aarhus in Denmark. His                           
research interests include: Human Rights Law, Immigration and Refugee Law, and                     
Fundamental Rights. Jens is a Member of the Odysseus Network as well as being amember                               
of the Danish Refugee Appeals Board. 
.   

Ulrike Brandl 
University of Salzburg, Austria 

Ulrike Brandl is Associate Professor at the department of International Law and International                         
Organisations at the Faculty of Law at the University of Salzburg. Professor Brandl is a                             
Member of the Odysseus Network. 

Jorrit Rijpma 
Leiden Law School, The Netherlands 

Jorrit Rijpma is Associate Professor of European Law at Leiden Law School in the                           
Netherlands. His research focuses on the institutional dimension of Justice and Home                       
Affairs Cooperation. He is a member of the standing committee of experts on                         
international immigration, refugee and criminal law (Meijers Committee).  




