
 

2024 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

FOREWORD  

Starting in 2015, the Odysseus Academic Network for Legal Studies on Immigration and Asylum in 
Europe decided to launch an initiative to enable refugee-students to participate in its annual summer 
school. By participating, refugee students will have the possibility to gain knowledge in European 
immigration and asylum law and to further their education, which may have been interrupted by their 
forced  departure from their home countries. The project entails costs which the Odysseus Network 
- a non-profit organization - cannot cover alone. The Summer School is entirely self-financed and 
does not benefit from any financial support other than the fees paid by the participants.   

Thanks to our crowdfunding campaign, we are, for the eighth time, able to host 12 refugee-students 
at the Odysseus Network Summer School taking place in Brussels from 1 July to 12 July 2024. 
These scholarships cover the tuition fees, accommodation, and a portion of the travel expenses. The 
Odysseus Network is grateful to all the donors as well the Université libre de Bruxelles (ULB) that 
accommodates the refugee-students in university residences.   

In order to support this year’s crowdfunding campaign, we created a social media platform to share 
faces and stories of persons who believe that a different model of integration is possible. Join us on 

Instagram and Twitter by following the hashtag   

This booklet allows the recipients of the scholarships to tell their story - to have their voices heard. 
We are grateful to all the recipients of the 2023 Refugee Scholarship for their participation in the 
Summer School.  Please note that some of them are not included in this booklet as they preferred 
to keep their profiles and stories, which contains sensitive and private information.  

PRÉFACE  

Depuis 2015, le Réseau académique Odysseus d’études juridiques sur l’immigration et l’asile en 
Europe a lancé une initiative afin de permettre à des réfugiés-étudiants de participer à son cours 
d’été annuel. L’objectif est de leur permettre d’acquérir des connaissances en droit européen 
d’immigration et d’asile et de poursuivre leurs études qui peuvent avoir été interrompues par leur 
départ forcé de leur pays d’origine. Ce projet engendre des coûts que le Réseau Académique 
Odysseus ne peut supporter seul en tant qu’organisation sans but lucratif, le cours d’été étant 
entièrement auto-financé par les droits d’inscription payés par les participants.   

Grâce à une campagne de crowdfunding, le cours d’été a pu, pour la huitième fois, accueillir treize 
étudiants réfugiés au Cours d’Été Odysseus qui a lieu du 1 au 12 juillet 2024 à Bruxelles. Les 
bourses couvrent les droits d’inscription, le logement, et une partie des frais de voyage. Le Réseau 
Odysseus exprime sa gratitude à tous les donateurs ainsi qu’à l’Université libre de Bruxelles (ULB) 
qui offre le logement aux réfugiés-étudiants.   

Afin de soutenir notre campagne, nous avons créé une plate-forme de médias sociaux pour partager 
les profils et les vécus de ces personnes qui croient en un modèle d’information différent. Rejoignez-

nous sur Instagram et Twitter en suivant l’hashtag   

Cette brochure permet aux bénéficiaires de raconter leur histoire et de faire entendre leur voix. Nous 
sommes, à ce titre, reconnaissants envers ces derniers pour leur participation au cours d’été. 
Certains d’entre eux ne sont cependant pas inclus dans cette brochure car ils préféraient garder 
l’anonymat concernant leurs profils ainsi que les informations sensibles liées à leurs parcours.   

On behalf of the Odysseus Academic Network   

Au nom du Réseau académique Odysseus   

Prof. Philippe DE BRUYCKER   

Coordinator of Odysseus - Coordonnateur d’Odysseus 

 



 

Anonymous  

Nationality:Afghan 

Field of studies: Bachelor’s degree in political science and international relations and 

master’s degree in social and cultural anthropology at KUL  

Profession: Human rights protection officer  

Member State granting protection and date of granting: Belgium, 2022 

 

 

Upon completing my bachelor’s degree in Turkey in 2021, I decided to pursue a master’s 

degree in social and cultural anthropology at KU Leuven in Belgium. I was fascinated by 

the potential of exploring and understanding cultural practices and social dynamics within 

Afghanistan and hoped to acquire anthropological knowledge and ethnographic skills to 

conduct research in my home country, Afghanistan. However, before my arrival in 

Belgium, the Taliban took over Afghanistan in August 2021, an incident that impacted the 

lives of hundreds of thousands of Afghan people and turned their lives upside down. 

Considering the restrictions on critical academic research, the suppressed and stagnated 

environment imposed by the Taliban, and significant censorship, it was no longer possible 

for me to return to Afghanistan and pursue my passion.  

 

Consequently, after my arrival to Belgium and beginning of my studies, I applied for 

asylum and shortly afterwards, I was recognized as a refugee in Belgium.  

 

I have two years of professional experience in the humanitarian sector, supporting asylum 

seekers and temporary protected applicants in Belgium with the Flemish Red Cross 

Organization. Currently, I work with an EU organization, supporting human rights activists 

and defenders at high risk, who are facing the most difficult situations worldwide through 

various projects and initiatives. 

 

Why did you choose the summer school.  

The reason I chose ‘EU Migration and Asylum Law and Policy’ summer school is that, it 

provides a global understanding of the European Migration and Asylum policies from a legal 

perspective and supports me in an intellectually stimulating manner. It would enable me to 

better comprehend and stay current with the latest migration-related debates in the 

European context. In particular, this year’s updated and controversial courses with a focus 

on the ‘New Migration and Asylum Pact’ is highly essential, which provides an in-depth 

insights into the complexities of EU migration and asylum law and policy. Moreover, 

participating in this summer school enriches my professional expertise and expanding my 

network with like-minded people.  



Estelle Rami  

 

I am originally from Lebanon. I am a business lawyer and I received my 

degree from France in 2006-2007 " Master Droit Des Affaires et Fiscalite". 

I was practicing as a lawyer in the Middle East from 2007 and till 2017, 

the year I was kidnapped for 23 days under difficult conditions and i faced 

threats of death.  

The Member State currently granting me protection is Greece.  

- My story as a refugee began in 2017 when I had to move back to Europe 

due to a kidnapping which was an attack on my personality and work and 

I was under threat for many years after. The fact that I am Lesbian was a 

major reason of the attack beside other factors such as the use of violence and force in 

Lebanon by illegal organisations.  

In Lebanon and most of the Arabic countries, being homosexual is still a crime and it is 

impossible for me to live in any Arabic country. 

Greece granted me the protection in 2021. 

Why did you choose the summer school 

I was interested in the Summer School as it will allow me to understand better how to 

integrate in Europe as a refugee. I am currently struggling in Greece as i do not speak the 

language and there are no programs for refugees integration. All the jobs that are offered to 

me do not meet my qualifications and I am consistently in situations where i am either 

downgraded or unpaid for my work. 

 

Anonymous  

Nationality : Eritrean 

 field of studies: Information Technology and Computing, OU 

 profession: Data analyst, Private Investment Firm 

 Member State granting protection and date of granting: France 2021 

 Your story as a refugee: I want to remain anonymous, members of my family still there 

and harm maybe inflected on them by publicly addressing my story 

 

 Why did you choose the summer school 

 I wish to change my career to become an assistant social with focus on asylum and 

immigration. 

 

  



Dina Ismailova  

Name: Dina Ismailova 

Nationality: Ukrainian 

Area of Studies: Law, migration law (Master in Law 

Profession in Country of Origin: Lawyer 

Date of Arrival in Europe: 8.3.2022 

Member State Granting Protection: Czech Republic 

 

My Story 

I am eager to participate in the Summer School on European Immigration and Asylum Law and 

Policy in Brussels this July. I have studied law at the National University Odesa Law Academy  and 

obtained a master’s degree. During my studies I worked as a trainee lawyer with advocates in Odesa. 

After the full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022, I had to relocate to the Czech Republic. I 

obtained a temporary protection visa in the Czech Republic on March 10, 2022. I wanted to continue 

my career as a lawyer, so I began working for a law firm in Ostrava, Czech republic. I worked there 

as an assistant – visa expert on the project Czech visa lawyers. In the Czech Republic my Master`s 

in Law diploma from Ukraine was recognized. 

From February 2024 till now I work as a lawyer at non-profit organization Organization for Aid to 

Refugees in the Czech Republic, Ostrava. I work as part of the team under the project Asylum, 

Migration, and Integration Fund. My responsibilities are to provide legal advice on immigration and 

asylum law, including consultations at the Detention Center for Foreigners. This facility primarily 

holds individuals facing deportation orders issued by immigration authorities. Our clients include 

asylum seekers and individuals who have entered the Czech Republic without any residence permit 

or violated Czech Republic laws during their stay. We also provide legal assistance not only in 

matters of immigration law, but also general law. We also closely collaborate with social workers on 

our clients’s cases. 

Why did I choose summer school? 

For me, it is a more inspiring process to fight for human rights, especially in the situations, when I 

am a person under temporary protection as well. So, I am familiar with the feeling of being forced to 

leave your home and country due to the threat to your life and stepping into something completely 

uncertain. I feel great responsibility and I am proud of what I do. I am glad that there are colleagues 

around me who want to help people in need to go through the asylum process easily and help them 

to get a chance to build a new life in a safe place. 

As a dedicated early-career practitioner in immigration and asylum law, the Summer School on 

European Immigration and Asylum Law and Policy represents an invaluable opportunity for me to 

deepen my knowledge and engage with contemporary issues and policy developments in this critical 

area of law. I have reviewed the program, and I am keen on participating in all classes and events 

within the School. 

I believe that the knowledge I will gain at the School could help me carry out my responsibilities with 

a higher level of professional competence, ultimately aiding a large number of people in the area of 

asylum and migration. 

 



Samiullah Akhondzada  

Nationality: Afghan  

Field of studies: Conflict and Development Studies  

Profession: Researcher, Interpreter and Translator  

Date of Arrival in Europe: September 2021  

Date of granting refugee status: May 2024  

The Member State which granted my protection: Belgium  

 

My story:  

I was born in a refugee camp in Pakistan. My parents fled Afghanistan following the Soviet  invasion 

of Afghanistan when they were only 10 years old. I grew up in a refugee camp going  to a UNHCR-

funded school. Despite limited amenities and hardships, my father was able to  support my 

educational pursuits. I graduated from higher secondary school and secured a  governmental 

scholarship to pursue university education in the most prestigious university of  Pakistan.  

Having a refugee background, I confronted various problems from Pakistani authorities and  non-

state actors operating in Pakistan. At the time when I was pursuing a Euro-centric and  progressive 

discipline, bachelor in International Relations, I wanted to spread liberal idea in a  traditional and 

conservative society through writing articles in newspapers. My efforts were  soon blocked by 

religious fundamentalists and I was muted by my family for the sake of my  personal safety and the 

protection of my siblings. It was at that moment when I decided to  plan my departure out of the 

region.  

I was able to get admission in a master program at Ghent University, Belgium and  subsequently got 

my study visa to travel here. For the next three years, I combined studying  for my master and 

working as an interpreter and translator for asylum seekers coming from  Pakistan and Afghanistan.   

Why did I choose this summer school? 

I chose this summer school on European Migration and Asylum Policies because it offers 

a  comprehensive and in-depth understanding of these critical issues from a legal perspective.  The 

program's structure, which includes introductory courses, migration topics such as visas  and 

borders, and a detailed examination of asylum policies, aligns perfectly with my academic  and 

professional background. This structured approach will enhance my knowledge and  provide me with 

the latest developments in European migration and asylum policies for 2024,  which are crucial for 

my career aspirations.  

The Odysseus Network, which organizes this summer school, is renowned for its expertise in  legal 

studies on migration and asylum in Europe. The fact that it has trained over 2000  individuals and is 

recognized as an asset by employers speaks volumes about the quality and  impact of this program. 

By participating in this summer school, I aim to acquire a credential  that will significantly enhance 

my employability and professional credibility.  

Moreover, the unique European environment of Brussels, combined with the diverse group 

of  participants, offers an unparalleled opportunity for intellectual stimulation and 

networking.  Engaging with EU and Member State officials, representatives of NGOs, 

international  organizations, lawyers, judges, social workers, and fellow researchers will broaden 

my  perspectives and deepen my understanding of the multifaceted nature of migration and  asylum 

issues.  



The opportunity to learn from distinguished academics and high-ranking officials from the  European 

Institutions, especially the European Commission, is particularly appealing. Their  insights and 

experiences will provide invaluable context and practical knowledge, which are  essential for 

effectively addressing migration and asylum challenges.  

In summary, this summer school will equip me with the necessary legal knowledge and  practical 

insights to contribute meaningfully to the field of migration and asylum. It will also  enhance my 

professional network and increase my employability in roles that require a deep  understanding of 

European migration and asylum policies. 

 

Abdulhamid Zahidi 

 

Nationality: Afghan 

Field of studies: Global Law and Transnational Legal Studies 

Profession: Student 

Date of granting refugee status: August 2021 

The Member State which granted my protection: Italy 

 

 

 

My story 

I was born in Daykundi, Afghanistan, where I completed my primary and high school 

education. To pursue higher education, I moved to Kabul and majored in law, specializing 

in criminal law and criminology. During my studies, I worked as a journalist for several 

journals and gained one year of experience in the administrative office of a private university 

in Kabul. 

However, when the Taliban came to power at the end of 2021, I relocated to Italy, where I 

was granted refugee status and asylum. Shortly after, I resumed my academic journey and 

am now in my final year of a degree in Global Law and Transnational Legal Studies at the 

University of Turin. Alongside my studies, I co-founded the Afghan Student Association with 

a group of Afghan students to support students from Afghanistan and those students who 

want to come to Europe and pursue their studies here. 

Next academic year, I will begin my master&#39;s degree in Immigration Clinic Rights, 

aiming to specialize in the field of Immigration Law. 

 

Why did I leave my country? 

Leaving my country was a heart-wrenching decision, driven by the harsh reality that my 

dreams had been shattered when the Taliban came to power. During the brief period of ten 

days under their regime, I felt my aspirations slipping away, trapped indoors and sinking into 

a deep depression. The experience was profoundly traumatic and tragic. 

In Afghanistan, I had cherished the ambition of becoming a judge and lawyer. However, as 

a member of a minority ethnicity and religious belief, I was acutely aware of the Talibans 

history of discrimination and oppression. Their previous reign had left a legacy of fear and 

injustice, particularly for those like me who belonged to marginalized communities. Though 

I was a child during their first regime, the stories and memories from that time were good 

enough to instill a profound fear in me. 



The prospect of living under Taliban rule again was terrifying. I had written articles opposing 

them, which made me fear for my life. Their history of violence and persecution against 

ethnic and religious minorities, combined with their intolerance for dissent, left me with no 

choice but to flee. 

Before the Talibans return, I never considered migration. My heart was set on staying in 

Afghanistan, building a future, and working for justice for my people. However, the reality of 

the Talibans return and their oppressive regime made it impossible to pursue these dreams 

in my homeland. With a heavy heart and a multitude of reasons, I decided to leave my 

country, seeking safety and the possibility to continue striving for a better future elsewhere. 

 

Why choose summer school? 

 

I care deeply about human rights and want to learn more about how to help refugees. I am 

studying law and I have been a refugee myself. This summer school is a great chance for 

me to learn more about the laws and rules that countries in the West use to decide who 

can come and live there. I want to use what I learn at the summer school to help me in my 

future job where I plan to work and study immigration law. 

 

 

Puot Nyang Both 

 

Nationality: South Sudan 

Field of studies: Master of Arts in Transnational Governance and 

Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 

Profession: Migration, Peace, Security and Conflict. 

Date of granting refugee status: January 2024 

The Member State which granted my protection: Italy 

 

 

My story: 

 

Like many South Sudanese in neighbouring countries in East Africa, we escaped South 

Sudan in 2014, months after the 2013 massacre of civilians in Juba, South Sudan and 

other parts of the country. We fled to Ethiopia to seek refuge with my family and thousands 

of other South Sudanese. It is a journey full of nightmares as the government soldiers 

keep on chasing us from village to village due to our ethnic identity and our alleged 

support to opposition leaders who happen to be Nuer. Upon our arrival in Ethiopia, the 

government of Ethiopia and other international organisations opened refugee camps to 

shelter thousands of refugees. These camps were in rural areas with poor infrastructure, 

but they were better than what we had gone through during our journey. Months later, I 

started to volunteer as a teacher in the elementary school to teach kids and provide 

psychosocial to unaccompanied and separated children. 

In 2016, I was admitted to Assosa University to pursue my bachelor’s degree in 

psychology through a scholarship offered by DAFI in collaboration with UNHCR and the 

Administration for Refugee and Returnee Affairs (ARRA). This was a turning point in 

continuing my education, interrupted by the war in South Sudan. After graduating in 2019, 



I returned to camp and started supporting the secondary school students to prepare them 

for higher education by providing tutorial classes. While supporting these students and the 

community in the refugee camp, in 2021, I got a full funding scholarship through University 

Corridors for Refugee (UNICORE) to pursue my master’s degree in Italy at the 

European University Institute and graduated in 2023. As someone passionate about 

education for refugees, in 2022, I joined the EU-Passworld project as a member of the 

advisor board, a project aimed at widening education complementary pathways in Europe. 

In this role, I supported the design of the education pathway for refugees in Europe and 

the dissemination of the project. 

 

Why choose summer school? 

 

I joined the Odysseus Network Summer School for two reasons. First, to delve into EU 

immigration law and understand human rights and other fundamental rights applied to 

migrants and refugees by all member states. Second, Odysseus Network Summer School 

will equip me with knowledge on how to improve and design education pathways for 

refugees from first-country of asylum and the legal challenges that arise. 

 

 



# RefYOUgees
The Odysseus Network would like to warmly thank the students of the summer
school who supported this campaign by their support:Aagot Marie Frantzen,

Aleksandra, Alexia Ruska, Andre Marcel, Annalisa, Anne, Anouk, Ciára, Dagmara, Dalia,
Dervla, Dina, Donatienne, Dženita, Elizabeth, Elizabeth, Emilia, Estelle, Faika Deniz,
Federica, Federica, Irene, Irène, Iryna, Isa, Kosso Boris Canis, Lisa, Liya,Lorett Mary,

Marly Camirène, Marta, Mehves, Mi, Mihaela, Mohammed, Moritz, Nesli, Nura,
Oleksandra, Olga, Rahmatullah, Rosalie, Ruut, Serena, Sezen, Stefania, Tetiana,

Theresa, Veronica

And people who support this campaign via our crowdfunding.

A Special Thank You to the Université libre de Bruxelles and their support
through the housing.

With the support of the UNHCR regarding the promotion of this initiative among
refugees in Europe

@OdysseusNetwork Odysseus4refugees

Odysseus Network Odysseus Academic Network

Odysseus Academic Network
Université libre de Bruxelles (ULB)
Franklin Roosevelt avenue, 39

1050 Brussels- Belgium

odysseus@ulb.be

http://odysseus-network.eu

mailto:odysseus@ulb.be

